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The author, an American, 
feels that Lord Bryce’s con- 
clusion that British Premiers 
were uniformly more able 
men than American Presidents 
is no longer valid. But, he 
notes, in a delicious sentence, 
“the British system is such 
that it ie hardly likely that 
anyone of the calibre of 
Senator Harding could achieve 
the position of Prime Min- 


One weakness of the book 
ig the paucity of material on 
the more recent Prime Min- 
isters. Thus, in the analysis 
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Press, we are told at length 
about Asguith's failure to 
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Edgar O'Ballance’s 
Arab-Ieracli War — 1948 Fa- 
ber 4 Faber, I1A.325) will 


dition of a few supplement- 
ary chapters. Although, ob- 
viously, somewhat out-of-date, 
this analysis of the War of 
Independence is long overdue. 
Mr. OBallance brings out 
the superior 2 of the 
Israel commanders who learnt 
so much from Wingate. He 
also shows — as we have 
seen again more recently — 
the shattering effect of mo- 
bile columns against set po- 
sitions on a long front. 


Where ig Mount Sinai? 


the Press. as contrasted with 
Lioyd George 
to deal with public affairs as 
if he were editing a popular 
newspaper.” But we are told 
practically nothing about how 
Chamberiain, Attlee and Chur- 
chill treated the press and 
were treated in turn. The 
author tries to disarm us by 
explaining in the preface that 
his basic materials were me- 
moirs and biographies 
which are relatively scarce 
for the later period. But the 
gap is there, nevertheless. 
The Israeli. who has often 
heard Britain lauded as the 
outstanding example of stable, 
two-party government, will be 
gurprised to learn that coali- 
tion governments have ruled 
the United Kingdom for no 
less than 31 out of the last 
D years. And it will be dif- 
ficult for him to keep from 
smiling when he cames across 
this truism: “Should the 
Prime Minister be faced with 
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The Ministry of Religions 
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advice om the exact location of 
Mount Sinai. A recent survey 
and analysis of literature on the 
subject, with several topogra- 
phical sketches, is to be found 
im @ very thorough and scholar- 
ly essay by Dr. Greta Hort. 
entitled ““Musil, Madian. and the 
Mountain of the Las. The essay 
ig one of the contributions to 
'“Jewish Studies.“ published last 
rear by the Council of Jewish 
| Religious Communities in Prague. 
in honowr of Chief Rabbi Dr. 
G. Sicher. The book was review- 
ed im these columns on June 22. 


Historians on Toynbee 
Maurice Samuel. whose book 
is reviewed on this page, is only 
one of many critics of Arnold 
Toynbee's magnum opus. The 
following quotation is from 
“Toynbee and History.” a col- 
lection of critical easays. edited 
by Prof. Mr. Ashley Montagu 
“Prefesser Teynbee’s methed 
ie mot that eof scholarship. bat 
of the lucky dip, with emphasis 
en the tack.” 
Pref. AJ. F. Tayler, Oxford. 
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HEBREW IN PARIS 


The first Ulpan for inten- children, which is the biggest 
of the Paris season 
after the Motor 
which attracts many hun- 
dreds of thousands of visitors. 
The Israel display will have 
its main theme 


sive Hebrew language courses 
in Europe was opened at 
Fontainebleau, near Paris, on 
November 6 under the joint 
auspices of the Israel Embas- 
and the French Zionist 
ederation. Thirty young men 
and women, mostly from 
North Africa and all of them 
members of the liberal pro- 
fessions, have enrolied for a 
five months’ study course as 
boarders at the Ulpan before 
emigrating to Israel. 


It wil] cost about one mil- 
lion francs (ILS 00 a month 
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ing to Mr. S Levin, Cultural 
Attaché of the Israel Embas- 
sy, the investment is expect- 


ed to yield the “highest cul- caused 
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rew institution on the Euro- 
pean Continent.” 
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